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PANELISTS 

Mike Betz spoke highly about the recent re-
port, which was part of the Million Records 
Project, an initiative of Student Veterans of 
America (SVA), which measured for the first- 
time ever veterans’ performance in higher 
education; D. Wayne Robinson, a retired 
Command Sergeant Major spoke about Stu-
dent Veterans of America (SVA) Chapters 
across the country, student veterans return on 
investment (ROI) to America and his way of 
giving back as President/CEO; Col. David 
Sutherland spoke about the importance of 
connecting with families and community. He 
also briefly told the story of Staff Sgt. Donnie 
Dixon, a career soldier who was killed on his 
second tour of duty in Baloor, Iraq, and the 
Easter Seals Center that is named after him to 
address the urgent needs of military service 
members, veterans and their families, or the 
homecoming; Sgt. DeMarqus Townsend spoke 
about his personal struggles with coming 
home from combat and Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD). 

Prof. Pellom McDaniels, author of the forth-
coming ‘‘Memoir of Royal Christian, a Black 
World War I Soldier’’ (2015), spoke passion-
ately about the importance of WWI, for African 
Americans social, political and economic ad-
vancement; Prof Adriane Lentz-Smith, author 
of ‘‘Freedom Struggles: African Americans and 
World War I’’ (2009), spoke of African Amer-
ican soldiers returning home to join activist 
working to gain full citizenship rights as rec-
ompense for military service; Prof. Joel 
Beeson spoke about the striking and uncanny 
parallels between our present moment in his-
tory and the time before, during and after 
WWI. Journalist Yvonne Latty, spoke about 
the pride that emerged from writing ‘‘We Were 
There: Voices of African American Veterans, 
From World War II to the War in Iraq’’ (2004), 
and later her ambivalence resulting from writ-
ing ‘‘In Conflict: Iraq War Veterans Speak Out 
on Duty, Loss, and the Fight to Stay Alive’’ 
(2006), and last, but not least Dr. Linda 
Lagemann spoke out about the flood of mind- 
altering psychiatric drugs being administered 
by military physicians for service personnel, 
and veterans. 

Afterward during the comments period Tara 
Johnson, the granddaughter of Sgt. Henry 
Johnson, WWI Hero, daughter of famed 
Tuskegee Airman Herman Johnson of WWII, 
and mother of Sgt. DeMarqus Townsend, 
USMC, a Iraq combat veteran spoke with 
heartfelt emotion that her grandfather died 
alone and destitute never receiving help for 
his mental and health-related issues from 
WWI. Saying, while government has made 
great strides in the care of returning troops, 
much more work is still needed, particularly at 
the family, friends and community level—be-
cause we can’t afford to throw them (return-
ees) away. 

In recognition of the continuing importance 
of jobs for returning Iraq and Afghanistan sol-
diers and their families, the Veterans 
Braintrust and Disney once again teamed up 
for a special breakout session highlighting 
Disney’s Veterans Institute’s unique ‘‘10 
STEPS’’ for creating a Veterans Hiring Pro-
gram; in addition to discussing strategies, tac-
tics and interviewing techniques for bringing 
on-board veterans. 

Now, despite the fact that there are no 
longer any U.S. veterans left from World War 
I, there were a number of World War I de-

scendants and relatives, institutions, organiza-
tions, historic places and groups. To name a 
few, such as the Kenneth Hawkins American 
Legion Post #61 of Atlantic City, New Jersey 
that contributed to linking the past with the 
present. At the family level, there were de-
scendants Rev. Dr. Grainger Brown, Jr., the 
Grandson of Cpl. Clifton Merimon, 372nd, who 
earned the Distinguished Service Cross 
(DSC), Croix de Guerre and Medaille Miltiare; 
Tara Johnson, Granddaughter and Sgt. 
DeMarqus Townsend, USMC, disabled Iraq 
soldier and Great-Grandson of Sgt. Henry 
Johnson of the 369th; Charles Hamilton Hous-
ton, Jr., aging son of Lt. Charles Hamilton 
Houston, Sr., WWI Officer, Harvard Law 
School Graduate Class of 1923, and Civil 
Rights Hero; Roger Morris, Grandson of Lt. 
James Morris, Sr., a native of Georgia and 
Graduate of the U.S. Army’s first Class of 
Black Officers in 1917, Jerry Bowman, Grand-
son of Ira Bowman, who served with the 
369th, and Clarence ‘Tiger’ Davis, who’s Aunt, 
Louvenia Bradley-Harper, traveled to Paris in 
1918 to retrieve her son Melvin Harper’s body. 
She came home without his remains, saying, 
‘‘that he was in a much better place.’’ He is 
buried in Manheim, Germany. 

Equally important, all this served as the 
broader context for our pre-centennial WWI 
Forum discussion, which was instructive and 
insightful. First, many parallels were drawn be-
tween WWI and Iraq and Afghanistan return-
ees, particularly injuries (e.g. PTSD, TBI, sui-
cides and domestic violence), and war’s im-
pact on families, both military and civilians. 

Second, in answering a couple of historical 
and philosophical questions such as did WWI 
end all wars and Save the World for Democ-
racy, and (2) do we learn from history, or re-
peat it—given that the WWI Sykes-Picot 
Agreement of 1916, or Middle East boundaries 
continue to fuel conflict, and geo-political fight-
ing in the region today (along sectarian, tribal 
and ethnic lines on the ground)—we would an-
swer a resounding ‘no!’ Which leads many of 
us to believe, or say, ‘‘the more things 
change, the more they stay the same.’’ 

Third, a long overdue bill (S. 2793) to au-
thorize the award of the Medal of Honor to 
Sgt. Henry Johnson was introduced and 
passed the Senate on September 18, 2014, 
with a related bill (HR5459) being referred to 
the House Armed Service Committee. How-
ever, the process is Congress must pass a 
separate authorization due to the time period 
for awarding has passed. But, once the legis-
lation is passed it goes to the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff for verification, and afterward to the 
President’s desk for signing. 

Fourth, Dr. Adriane Lentz-Smith says, 
‘‘there’s actually a deeper and longer story, or 
view of the origins of the Civil Rights Move-
ment, than that of the 50’s Brown v. Board of 
Education decision of 1954 & 60’s successful 
passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.’’ New 
scholarship lends a sense of a longer and 
harder civil rights struggle, one that dates 
back to the World War One era (U.S. Su-
preme Court’s Plessy v. Ferguson decision of 
1896) and the aftermath of the Civil War. 
Leading Dr. Pellom McDaniel’s to call for, or 
recommend the creation of a Consortium for 
the Study of African Americans in World War 
One with the support of the Veterans 
Braintrust of the Congressional Black Caucus 
to leverage and/or attract filmmakers, schol-
ars, supporters, etc. 

Finally, the 26th annual gala reception and 
awards ceremony hosted by Hon. CORRINE 
BROWN was held in the Veterans’ Committee 
Hearing Room of the Cannon House Office 
Building. This year’s awards were presented 
by Ron Armstead before a full house to 
Linwood Alford, Gregory Cooke, Sgt. Patricia 
Harris, Col. Conway Jones, USAF, Ret., Will 
‘It Takes a Village’ Smith, Robert ‘Bobby’ 
White, Ellis Ray Williams, Come Home Balti-
more, Eastern Seals Dixon Military and Vet-
erans Community Service Center, Fulton 
County Veterans Court and Mentorship Pro-
gram, Open Door Resource Center, Inc., 
Stone of Hope Program, Student Veterans of 
America, Negro Leagues Baseball Museum, 
Inc., Westside All Wars Memorial Building, the 
‘‘Parting Way’’ Museum of African American 
and Cape Verdean American Ethnohistory, 
Inc., the film ‘Choc’Late Soldiers from the 
USA,’ and World War I soldiers Ira Bowman, 
Lt. Charles Hamilton Houston, Sr., and Sgt. 
Henry Johnson posthumously. The Rep. 
BROWN closed the awards segment with a 
rousing rendition of ‘God Bless America.’ 

Special thanks goes to our historians, fami-
lies, friends, supporters and staff—Profs. Adri-
an Lentz-Smith, Joel Beeson, Pellom 
McDaniels, Journalist Yvonne Latty and Dr. 
Linda Lagemann; Rev. Dr. Grainger Browning, 
Jr., Tara Johnson, Sgt. DeMarqus Townsend, 
USMC, Jerry Bowman, Robert Morris and 
Clarence ‘Tiger’ Davis; Dr. Frank Smith, Jr., 
Prof. Maria Hoehn and Dr. Krewasky Salter; 
Ralph Cooper, Morocco Coleman, Carmen 
Wilson II, Robert Blackwell, Elaine Sacks, Mil-
dred Kidd Smith, Tom Harris, Dr. Dorothy 
Simpson-Taylor, Howard Jefferson, and Dr. 
Davine Reed; Dr. Richard Lipsky, Education 
Corporation of America, Smithsonian Channel, 
National Archives and Records Administration; 
Austin Brock, Col. Kevin Preston, USA, Ret., 
and the Walt Disney Veterans Initiative; and 
Sydney Renwick, Lee Footer, Stephanie Anim- 
Yankah, Jonathan Halpern, Vernita Stevens, 
Hannah Kim, Reba Raffaelli, Ronnie Simmons 
and Shantrel Brown. 

f 

HONORING PROFESSOR DAVID 
HILLYER VOORHEES 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Professor David Hillyer Voorhees and 
his election as an Education Section Fellow of 
the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science. 

Mr. Voorhees is an associate professor of 
earth science and geology at Waubonsee 
Community College, which has campuses in 
Sugar Grove and Aurora, Illinois. He is being 
honored for his contributions as an educator 
and for his role in creating Geo2YC, a national 
organization for geoscience faculty at two-year 
colleges. Geo2YC, a division of the National 
Association of Geoscience Teachers, brings 
professors from two-year institutions together 
for networking, support, and research into 
geoscience education. 

I would like to thank Mr. Voorhees for his 
commitment to science and quality education 
in our community. 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

DEATH OF SIR WINSTON 
CHURCHILL 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, this Sat-
urday, January 24, marks the 50th anniversary 
of the death of Sir Winston Churchill. Few 
leaders in history made such a mark during 
their lives, and very few have attracted such 
study and admiration after their deaths. 

Even now, 50 years after his passing at age 
90 and 75 years after his ‘‘finest hour’’ when 
Britain and Churchill stood alone against the 
Nazi menace, new books and articles about 
his life and leadership pour forth. 

The Churchill Centre is a growing inter-
national organization with a mission to ‘‘foster 
leadership, statesmanship, vision, courage 
and boldness among democratic and freedom 
loving peoples worldwide, through the 
thoughts, words, works and deeds of Winston 
Spencer Churchill.’’ 

The Churchill Centre and The George 
Washington University here in Washington are 
building a National Churchill Library and Cen-
ter. Hillsdale College is publishing all remain-
ing volumes of The Churchill Documents. 

The list of activities related to Churchill is 
long, even 50 years after his death. And, as 
one measure of popular interest, there are few 
historical figures who are more regularly mis-
quoted or falsely quoted on the Internet than 
he. 

I think there are many reasons that Sir Win-
ston continues to fascinate and inspire. 

In part, there are his monumental achieve-
ments, for few statesmen did as much to 
shape the world in which we live. Were it not 
for his vision and his willingness to stand up 
to the conventional wisdom of his day, history 
could have had a far different outcome. 

In part, it is his oratory. Just as his words 
inspired his nation and the world to stand up 
to evil then, they still inspire us today. 

In part, there are his writings, which con-
tinue to be studied and referenced as Church-
ill the politician was a leading figure through-
out the first half of the twentieth century, and 
Churchill the author helped shape our under-
standing of those momentous times. 

I also believe that the continuing interest in 
Winston Churchill stems in substantial meas-
ure from the many ups and downs of his ca-
reer. We all draw inspiration from someone 
who perseveres through higher accolades and 
lower derision than us will ever experience. 

Finally, Churchill the person remains a daz-
zling personality, fully of humor and eccen-
tricities adding to the interest of new admirers. 

The qualities that he exhibited are time-
less—qualities such as courage, patriotism, 
hard work, loyalty, and love of family. 

And, many of the principles for which he 
stood and fought are timeless as well, such as 
the need to recognize and confront evil and to 
nurture and protect freedom. 

He believed that the values of Western Civ-
ilization are a force for good and that the 
English-speaking peoples had unique contribu-
tions to offer the rest of the world on freedom, 
democracy, and the rule of law. 

As one who was half American by blood, he 
appreciated America. 

That appreciation has been returned by mil-
lions of Americans over the generations. 

His bust has been added to the U.S. Cap-
itol’s Freedom Foyer, where it continues to in-
spire visitors and those of us who work here, 
thereby continuing to serve as a major link in 
the ‘‘special relationship’’ between the United 
States and the United Kingdom. 

The lives of great leaders are always worth 
remembering and studying, and as long as 
freedom is cherished, I am confident that Sir 
Winston Churchill will be studied long into the 
future. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE 2014–2015 IL-
LINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY 
FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the 2014–2015 
Illinois State University football team on an 
outstanding season. 

The Redbirds made it to the FCS National 
Championship game for the first time in school 
history. 

While they ultimately fell short with a heart 
wrenching 37 seconds to go, they made us 
very proud. 

The team captured their first conference title 
since 1999 and broke 16 school records. 
Those included most points in a season, total 
offense, rushing touchdowns, passing touch-
downs, and most wins in a season. 

A number of individual Redbirds also re-
ceived Missouri Valley Football Conference 
recognition. Head coach Brock Spack was 
named Coach of the Year, Marshaun Coprich 
was named Offensive Player of the Year, and 
Tre Roberson was named Newcomer of the 
Year. 

As a future Illinois State University Redbird 
dad, I look forward to the opportunity to watch 
these young players continue in their careers. 

Bloomington-Normal and all of Illinois are 
proud of the effort the team put forth this sea-
son. We look forward to their success next 
year. Go Birds! 

f 

HONORING BILL KORTUM 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, we rise today 
in honor of William (Bill) Kortum, who passed 
away on December 20, 2014, following a bat-
tle with cancer. As a pioneering conserva-
tionist, Mr. Kortum championed many suc-
cessful campaigns and brought lasting envi-
ronmental protections to Sonoma County and 
the State of California, and his passing leaves 
a void that won’t soon be filled. Considered by 
many to be the father of the environmental 
movement in Sonoma County, Mr. Kortum 
was known for his strength of conviction and 
tenacity for protecting the environment. Always 
kind, always polite, Mr. Kortum knew how to 
motivate others towards positive change, and 
he is singularly responsible for instituting many 

lasting environmental protections, though he 
would never claim responsibility for them. 

As a native of Petaluma, California, Bill 
Kortum grew up on his father’s poultry ranch 
at a time when Sonoma County’s open spaces 
were unmarred by urban development. Mr. 
Kortum went on to graduate from the Univer-
sity of California at Davis Veterinary School, 
serve his country in the U.S. Army Veterinary 
Corps, and establish the successful Cotati 
Veterinary Hospital. 

By the early 1960’s, Bill Kortum saw how a 
rapidly growing population would increasingly 
threaten the natural landscape of Sonoma 
County. He and his wife, Lucy, opposed un-
regulated development and fought to pioneer 
an alternative path. One of the first of many 
significant environmental victories that Bill 
Kortum and his allies achieved in Sonoma 
County was to prevent the planned develop-
ment of PG&E’s nuclear power plant at 
Bodega Head. 

In 1972, Mr. Kortum fought to pass Propo-
sition 20, a measure that established the Cali-
fornia Coastal Commission, which continues to 
guarantee public access to the California 
coastline. As a visionary leader, he went on to 
establish Sonoma County Conservation Ac-
tion, an organization that mobilized voters to 
secure urban growth limits around all nine cit-
ies in the county. He helped to create the 
Sonoma County Open Space District and 
championed other key institutions and causes, 
such as the Sonoma Land Trust, the SMART 
train, and public access to Lafferty Ranch. 

Mr. Speaker, Bill Kortum’s many accom-
plishments and dedication to preserving our 
nation’s natural resources for future genera-
tions illustrates the substantial impact that one 
individual can have on making the world a bet-
ter place. Mr. Kortum will not soon be forgot-
ten, and his legacy in Sonoma County and 
along California’s rugged coast will continue 
for years to come. It is therefore appropriate 
that we pay tribute to him today and express 
our deepest condolences to his wife, Lucy; 
children, Frank, Julie Groves, and Sam; 
grandchildren, Mark Kortum, Holden and 
Dylan Groves, Will and Grace Kortum; and 
many nieces and nephews. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAYOR RONALD H. 
ROBERTS 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to California and 
the City of Temecula are exceptional. 
Temecula has been fortunate to have dynamic 
and dedicated community leaders who will-
ingly and unselfishly give their time and talent 
to make their communities a better place to 
live and work. Mayor Ronald H. Roberts is 
one of these individuals. At a celebration on 
January 27, 2015, Mayor Roberts will be hon-
ored as he retires after many years of City 
Council service to the Temecula community. 

About one month after the City of 
Temecula’s incorporation, Ronald began work-
ing on the city’s first ‘‘Traffic Committee’’ in 
January of 1990. In October of the same year, 
Ronald was selected to serve on the city’s first 
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